
Sermon for the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Readings: Deuteronomy 10:12–22; 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 & Matthew 5:21–37 

What does God expect of me? This might be a question you ask yourself from time 
to time, especially when you encounter the gospel passages that we have in the 
last 3 weeks. Each of these passages have been from what we know as the Sermon 
on the Mount, and they form part of the instruction from Jesus on how to live a life 
that is worthy of God. 

Today’s passage in particular, presents us with teaching from Jesus that can be 
described as confronting, challenging, and perhaps even somewhat unrealistic. I 
say that, because I think we have probably all been guilty, at some time in our 
lives, of one of the offences that Jesus cites. For example, when referring to the 
commandment against murder, and that whoever murders will be subject to 
judgement, Jesus takes this even further by saying that just being angry with 
someone is the same as committing murder. Is there anyone here who has never 
been angry with another person?  

But to really understand the point that Jesus is making in today’s passage, we need 
to go back to the final verse of last week’s gospel passage (Matthew 5:20). In that 
verse, Jesus says, “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Now, the 
Pharisees were meticulous in their attempts to follow the Torah (law). However, 
while they outwardly obeyed all of the statutes and ordinances that made up the 
law, inwardly (that is, in their hearts) their attitudes were often in contrast with what 
God expected from them, which was to have compassion and love for their fellow 
human beings.  

So Jesus is really telling his disciples, and those listening to him on the mountain, 
that what God really expects from them, is not simply obedience based on legal 
compliance, but rather living by the principles behind the law. They should be just 
as concerned about their attitudes that people don’t see, as they are about their 
actions that are seen by everyone.  

In this teaching, Jesus is giving them a fuller understanding of why God gave 
Moses the law in the first place. For example, Moses said, “You must not murder” 
(Exodus 20:13); Jesus taught that we should not even become angry enough to 
murder, because if we do, we have already committed murder in our heart. The 
Pharisees read this law and, not having literally murdered anyone, believed they 
had obeyed it. Yet they were angry enough with Jesus that they would soon plot 
his death, though they would not do the dirty work themselves. When we read 
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God’s commandments for living, without trying to understand why they were given 
to us in the first place, then we risk missing the intent of God’s Word.  

In today’s first reading, from the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses tells us what God 
expects from us in a summary that is simple in form and easy to remember. Here 
are the essentials: (1) Fear God (have reverence for him). (2) Live in a way that 
pleases him. (3) Love him. (4) Serve him with all your heart and soul. (5) Obey his 
commands. In short, God expects us to respect, follow, love, serve, and obey Him. 

Unfortunately, as I’ve said on a number of occasions previously, we often 
complicate our faith with man-made rules, regulations, and requirements, that can 
lead to behaviour which is more consistent with the human values of our secular 
society, rather than in keeping with the values of God. This is the same situation 
that the Apostle Paul writes about in today’s passage from the First Letter to the 
Corinthians. 

Members of the church in Corinth are engaging in arguments about the superiority 
of missionaries and teachers involved in the establishment and formation of the 
church. Some are aligning themselves with Paul, while others are siding with 
Apollos, all of which demonstrates a lack of spiritual maturity among the members 
of the church. Their behaviour is being influenced more by the values of their 
society in Corinth, than by God’s values. 

They fail to recognise that it is God, not Paul, Apollos or anyone else, who is the 
one at work in the life of the church. Paul uses agricultural metaphors (“planted” 
and “watered”) to describe how the church’s missionary (Paul) and teacher 
(Apollos) ministered. Paul was a pioneer missionary, preaching the gospel where it 
had not been preached before. Apollos taught the new converts in the church that 
Paul had established. God makes both plants and churches grow (v. 7).  

Paul suggests that Christians should not quarrel about what the Lord accomplishes 
through himself, Apollos, or Peter, because neither the church planter nor the 
pastor or teacher is “anything” (v. 7); by themselves they are nothing. It’s absurd to 
quarrel about the superiority of teachers in the church, because only God matters.  

So to return to the question: what does God expect of us? I think we can safely say 
that He expects us to respect, follow, love, serve, and obey Him. 
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