
Sermon for the Tenth Sunday a0er Pentecost  

Readings: Isaiah 5:1–7; Hebrews 11:29–12:2 & Luke 12:49–59 
Australia is recognised interna0onally as being the producer of some of the world’s finest 
wines, and in 2021 the country was ranked fi?h in the world in terms of both wine 
produc0on and wine exports. This is not overly surprising to me, because in the space of 
my own life0me, I’ve witnessed an explosion in the growth of the number of wineries in 
Victoria and the other major wine growing states of Australia.  

Wine growing regions such as the Yarra Valley, Heathcote, and Mornington Peninsula here 
in Victoria, the Barossa Valley in South Australia, and Margaret River in Western Australia, 
are popular tourist des0na0ons among both foreigners and locals alike. The close proximity 
to Melbourne of regions like the Yarra Valley and Mornington Peninsula, encourages many 
Melburnians to visit wineries on a Saturday or Sunday to enjoy a nice lunch with some fine, 
local wines. Wineries play an important role in many local communi0es, par0cularly in 
regional areas. The same was true in ancient Israel, when agriculture in general was 
probably the major contributor to the economy of the 0me. Many of the parables and 
metaphors of the Bible, are based on agriculture, and especially on vineyards.  

Vineyards were common in the agricultural life of Israel. While grapes were obviously 
necessary for wine produc0on, many steps were needed to produce the final product. In 
today’s reading from the Book of Isaiah, the prophet Isaiah describes several of these. The 
rocky hill country of Israel had to be cleared of rocks; the collected rocks reduced erosion 
caused by water runoff and retained moisture for the vines. Some of the rocks could also 
be used for walls surrounding the vineyards, for watchtowers from which guards could 
protect against bandits and robbers, and also for huts in which workers could sleep.  

Plan0ng was done from cuQngs rather than from seeds, and the growing plants needed to 
be carefully tended and pruned. Even with this careful tending, it took several years before 
usable grapes could be harvested. A?er harvest, the grapes were placed in baskets and 
carried to the winepress. These wine presses were either built or cut out of the rock, 
some0mes in the vineyard itself, or else some distance away. The grapes were trodden 
underfoot in order to release their juice, which flowed to a lower sec0on of the press, 
where it was collected. It was then placed in jars for fermen0ng. Therefore significant 
aTen0on, care, and support was required on the part of the vineyard owner in order to 
produce a successful harvest. 

The people of Isaiah’s day would have both known and understood this. So when Isaiah 
used a vineyard that produces bad grapes as a metaphor for the na0on of Israel, the people 
of Israel would have been shocked and angry. The lesson of this song of the vineyard, is 
that God’s chosen na0on was to bear fruit—to carry out his work, to uphold jus0ce. It did 
bear fruit, but the fruit was bad. The people of Israel did not carry out God’s work and they 
did not uphold jus0ce and goodness. As Jesus said, “Just as you can iden0fy a tree by its 
fruit, so you can iden0fy people by their ac0ons” (MaThew 7:20). 

The people of Jesus’ day were in many ways repea0ng the bad behaviours and aQtudes of 
their ancestors. In our readings from the Gospel of Luke during the previous three weeks, 
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we heard Jesus warning his disciples (and others) to be on guard against the dangers of 
hypocrisy, wealth and greed, and to watch and serve faithfully while they wait for the 0me 
of God’s judgement, which will come when Jesus returns. In today’s reading from Luke, 
Jesus explains what that 0me will be like.  

He will bring “fire” to the earth, that is, he will bring judgement to the earth. Jesus reveals 
that his coming o?en results in conflict. Families may be split apart when some choose to 
follow him and others refuse to do so. But Jesus allows no middle ground. He demands 
loyalty and commitment, some0mes to the point of severing other important rela0onships. 

For most of recorded history, the world’s principal occupa0on was farming. A farmer 
depended directly on the weather for their livelihood. They needed just the right amount 
of sun and rain—not too much, not too liTle—to make their living, and they grew skilled at 
interpre0ng the weather signs. Jesus uses the weather to explain the need for discerning 
the signs of this cri0cal 0me. In the Holy Land, rain clouds come from the Mediterranean 
Sea in the west. The dry winds come from the desert to the south. 

Jesus was announcing an earthshaking event that would be much more important than the 
year’s crops—the coming of God’s Kingdom. The cri0cal 0me of God’s salva0on. People 
who refuse to respond to the gospel will experience God’s judgment because they “did not 
recognise the 0me of God’s coming to [them]”. Just as dark clouds forewarn of a rainstorm, 
there were signs that the Kingdom would soon arrive. But Jesus’ hearers, though skilled at 
interpre0ng weather signs, were consciously ignoring the signs of the 0mes.  

Although Jesus spoke of the Jewish people of his day, and Isaiah spoke of the ancient 
Israelites, who had not been faithful to God, there obviously were some very notable 
excep0ons. And in today’s reading from the LeTer to the Hebrews, the author provides 
details of those who down through the centuries had pleased God with their faith.  

These people were to be commended, even though none of them received what had 
ul0mately been promised by God. And even the promises they did see fulfilled, were only a 
foretaste of the greater promise that was accomplished in Jesus – to be made perfect. The 
promise of complete purifica0on from sin so that all can draw near to God. Believers of 
former genera0ons like us now, have now entered into this perfec0on through Jesus. 
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