
Sermon for the Eighth Sunday a2er Pentecost 

Readings: Hosea 11:1–11; Colossians 3:1–11 & Luke 12:13–21 
Once a man said to God "What's a million years to you?", and God said "A second." So the 
man said to God "What's a million dollars to you?", and God said "A penny." So the man 
said to God "Would you give me a penny?" God stopped and said "Yes I will, just a second." 

This joke makes a perfect connecEon between a key theme of last week’s gospel passage – 
persistence in prayer – and the theme of this week’s passage, which is human greed. 

In last week’s gospel passage, Jesus used a parable, based on the cultural obligaEon his day 
to offer hospitality to a visitor, as a way of demonstraEng to his disciples the need for them 
to be persistent in their prayer to God. And in my sermon I wondered how many of us had 
experienced Emes in our lives when we found it difficult to keep praying because we felt 
that our prayers weren’t being answered, or that they weren’t being answered in the way 
that we wanted them to be. When we bring problems to God in prayer, he oMen responds 
by showing us how we need to change and grow in our aNtude toward the problem. This 
answer may not be the one we were looking for, but it is usually more effecEve in helping 
us to see God’s acEve presence in our life. 

In today’s passage, Jesus uses another parable to teach his disciples about the danger of 
greed – that is, a desire for what we don’t have. In our society today, adverEsers spend 
millions of dollars to enEce us to think that if we buy more and more of their products, we 
will be happier, more fulfilled, more comfortable. But Jesus tells us that the good life has 
nothing to do with being wealthy. 

Today’s passage begins with someone in the crowd asking Jesus to intervene in a family 
dispute over a family inheritance. It’s not unusual that someone would ask Jesus a quesEon 
like this, because problems such family disputes were oMen brought to rabbis for them to 
seRle. Jesus responds, not by changing the subject, but rather, he points to a higher issue—
a correct aNtude toward the accumulaEon of wealth. Life is much more than material 
goods; far more important is our relaEonship with God. 

In the parable that Jesus tells, the rich man dies before he can begin to use what was 
stored in his big barns. In life he has accumulated great wealth and possessions, but now in 
death he is dispossessed. Or to quote from the lyrics of the Don Henley song ‘Gimme What 
You Got’: 
You spend your whole life 
Just pilin' it up there 
You got stack and stacks and stacks 
Then, Gabriel comes and taps you on the shoulder 
But you don't see no hearses with luggage racks 

Planning for reErement—preparing for life before death—is wise, but neglecEng life a'er 
death is disastrous. If we accumulate wealth only to enrich ourselves, with no concern for 
helping others, we will enter eternity empty-handed. Jesus challenges us to think beyond 
earthbound goals and to use what we have been given for God’s Kingdom. Faith, service, 
and obedience are the way to become rich toward God. 



But how does that senEment, or way of thinking, sit with the ever-increasing secular 
society in which we live? As I have menEoned several Emes in recent weeks, the most 
recent Census date indicates a dramaEc increase in the number of people who idenEfy 
themselves as “non-religious”. This figure is now at 40% of the populaEon, compared with 
30% in 2016, and 22% in 2011. Based on this trend it won’t be long before a majority of our 
populaEon would see themselves as “non-religious”, which means they don’t believe in 
God (or any gods). 

Does that mean we are out of step with society? Should we adjust our way of thinking? 

Based on his wriEng in the LeRer to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul would say no. He 
reiterates what Jesus had to say in today’s gospel passage. Paul tells us to focus on the 
things above (that is on God), and not on those things that are on earth (such as wealth 
and possessions). SeNng our sights on God means striving to put God’s prioriEes into daily 
pracEce. LeNng God occupy our thoughts means concentraEng on the eternal rather than 
the secular.  

Paul suggests that a ChrisEan’s life is “hidden with Christ”. Hidden means “concealed and 
safe.” This is not only a future hope but an accomplished fact right now. Our service and 
behaviour don’t earn our salvaEon, but they are results of our salvaEon. Paul is saying that 
we should take heart that our salvaEon is sure, and that we should live each day for Jesus. 
Jesus gives us power to live for him now, and he gives us hope for the future—he will 
return. Paul explains how ChrisEans should act now in order to be prepared for Christ’s 
return. 

In today’s first reading, from the prophet Hosea, we hear God describing how his chosen 
people, the naEon of Israel, had turned away from Him and had begun to live in 
wickedness and sin, just like the people of Admah and Zeboiim, which were ciEes that were 
destroyed for their evil ways along with the ciEes of Sodom and Gomorrah. By stubbornly 
refusing to amend its ways, the northern kingdom of Israel had sealed its doom. It would 
be destroyed by the Assyrians, never to rise again. Even so, Israel as a naEon was not 
finished. A remnant of faithful Israelites would return to Jerusalem, where one day the 
Messiah would come, offering pardon and reconciliaEon to all who would faithfully follow 
him. 

Perhaps what is happening in the world today is a reflecEon of what was happening in the 
Eme of Hosea? Just as the people of Israel turned away from God, we could say that people 
in the world today are also turning away from God. But that doesn’t mean we should join 
suit and turn our backs on God. Rather, we are reminded through the words of Paul and 
Paul, to set our minds on God, and to become rich toward God through faith, service, and 
obedience. 


