
Sermon for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Readings: Acts 16:9–15; Revela@on 21:10–14, 22–22:5 & John 14:23–29 

As I began preparing this sermon, we were in the final days of the elec9on campaign for 
the Federal Elec9on. I don’t really follow poli9cs, and I certainly haven’t followed this 
elec9on campaign closely. I didn’t watch any of the televised debates between Sco@ 
Morrison and Anthony Albanese, and I’ve only seen the occasional adver9sement on TV 
from the two major par9es – that is the coali9on of Liberal/Na9onal Par9es, and the 
Labour Party. 

Unsurprisingly, those adver9sements were what I would describe as “same old same old”, 
meaning they were just repea9ng what has been said in adver9sements from previous 
elec9on campaigns. The coali9on tro@ed out the usual “Labour can’t manage money” line, 
and Labour took “pot shots” at the Prime Minister, in this case focussing on the percep9on 
that Sco@ Morrison lacks any accountability, with the ads containing footage of the various 
9mes in press conferences where Morrison has stated “that’s not my job” in defending 
cri9cism of him over certain issues. The messages from both par9es were nega9ve, 
basically telling us what we should be afraid of if the opposing party were to be elected. 

For me, it’s just added to the air of nega9vity that already seems to be clouding the en9re 
world at this point in our history. We are faced with the situa9on of ongoing Russian 
aggression in Ukraine, and the possibility of that conflict escala9ng into all out war in 
Europe between Russia and NATO, with Vladimir Pu9n throwing around the threat of using 
nuclear weapons like it was nothing! Then we find ourselves in the middle of the ever 
increasing deteriora9on of Australia’s rela9ons with China, with Peter Du@on (the Minister 
for Defence) being quoted in recent newspaper ar9cles as saying that “we should prepare 
ourselves for war with China”! Add to that the ongoing violence and tension that we 
con9nue to witness in places like Iraq, South Sudan, and the Middle East, and it’s no 
wonder everything seems so nega9ve. And I haven’t even men9oned the COVID pandemic! 

Even if we manage to avoid thinking about those problems, we’re s9ll confronted by other 
issues on a local level. We are witnessing an increase in the cost of living, which is resul9ng 
in Australia’s infla9on rate rising, and as a consequence we are now seeing an increase in 
interest rates. Property prices remain at ridiculous levels in many suburbs, and many young 
couples and families are burdened with large mortgages as they pay the price for entering 
the property market. The upward move we are now seeing in interest rates will be crea9ng 
much anxiety and worry for those with sizeable mortgages. And of course we con9nue to 
hear about systemic problems in our hospitals, schools and ambulance service, among 
others. 

I wonder how people who are not of faith, whether that be Chris9an, Muslim, Jew, or other 
religious background, cope in 9mes such as these? What gives them hope for the future?  

For us as Chris9ans, today’s reading from the Book of Revela9on is one example of the 
hope that our faith gives us. The “new heaven and new earth” of Revela9on, which is 
described in terms of the “new Jerusalem”, signifies the transforma9on of human existence 
within our material world. The culture of insecurity and fear that exists in our world is 
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replaced by a culture of peace and trust; and a culture of death by a culture of life. The new 
Jerusalem is described as being full of the presence of God; it provides healing, and is 
lacking all pain, tears, and death. It is a culture of life.  

Paradise, the original crea9on depicted in Genesis in the Garden of Eden, is restored in the 
new Jerusalem. It is the final answer to the Lord’s Prayer (thy kingdom come), which is 
rather appropriate seeing that on Monday 23 May (Ascension Day), we will enter into the 
9me of the global prayer movement Thy Kingdom Come. The central premise of this prayer 
movement is to pray for people of no faith to come to know Jesus. We can pray for people 
that we know to come to know Jesus.  

These people may, or may not, be struggling with many of the same thoughts that I’ve 
already men9oned, and they be finding it difficult to be hopeful about much in the future. 
If they can come to faith in Jesus then perhaps they too, like us, can find hope. And that 
hope just doesn’t have to be about the hope of eternal life beyond this present existence, 
it’s about the hope for our life right now in this material world. 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells his disciples that, Jesus answered him, “Those who 
love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them.” (John 14:23 NRSV) In other words, Jesus is present with us 
now, through the gig of the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit whom he sent to teach the disciples 
everything, and to remind them of what he told them.  

This is the same Spirit that guided the Apostle Paul go to Macedonia, as we heard in our 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles. Paul trusted in the vision he had received and went 
to Macedonia where he began a new mission of proclaiming the good news of the gospel 
there, and of founding new churches, such as the one he did in Philippi, which began in the 
home of Lydia who, together with her household, was bap9sed ager hearing Paul speak 
there. That same Spirit is with us, and will guide us in our own lives, if we (like Paul) are 
prepared to trust and believe.  
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