
Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15–20, 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 & Mark 
1:21–28 

What do you think of when you hear the term ‘prophet’? 

It’s not really a term used that o9en in modern speech, however when it is used, it’s 
probably done so to refer more to either someone who can predict the future, or someone 
who is a champion for issues of social jus?ce. Mar?n Luther King Jr., Bob Dylan and Joan 
Baez immediately come to mind when I think of modern day prophets. 

Out of curiosity I ‘googled’ prophet recently and my search yielded 206 million results in 
just over half a second. Two of the top three results included informa?on on Muhammad 
the prophet, which is probably not that surprising, because he is perhaps  the universally, 
most well known prophet, and informa?on for a company that specialises in business 
transforma?on consul?ng, which was a bit surprising. The top result, was a defini?on 
specifically rela?ng to religion that said: ‘a prophet is an individual who is regarded as being 
in contact with a divine being and is said to speak on that en?ty's behalf, serving as an 
intermediary with humanity by delivering messages or teachings from the supernatural 
source to other people.’ 

This defini?on certainly seems appropriate to describe the figure of Moses, who himself is 
referred to as a prophet in our reading from the Book of Deuteronomy, because God chose 
to communicate through Moses to the people of Israel when he rescued them from slavery 
in Egypt and led them to the Promised Land of Canaan. Moses is recognised in the Old 
Testament as a prophet without equal; first among the prophets of Israel. He is men?oned 
more o9en in the New Testament than any other Old Testament figure, with New 
Testament writers o9en comparing the words and deeds of Jesus with those of Moses to 
explain the mission of Jesus. And reading backwards from the Chris?an tradi?on, the verse 
from today’s passage from Deuteronomy, ‘the Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your own people’, is o9en interpreted to be a prophecy about Jesus. 

The religions of Islam and Judaism refuse to accept that Jesus was the incarna?on of God, 
however both do recognise Jesus as a great prophet. We can understand why, if we refer 
back to our Wikipedia defini?on of prophet which said that a prophet serves as an 
intermediary between a divine being and humanity by delivering messages or teachings 
from the deity to people.  

What’s interes?ng when we think of the messages or teachings of Jesus, is that he didn’t 
directly address issues of social jus?ce. There is no record in the Gospels of Jesus cri?cising 
the policies of those who were governing Jerusalem and the region of Judaea on behalf of 
the Roman Empire, or calling for social reform. Some might argue it was implied in his 
teachings, but it wasn’t explicit. What was explicit in his teaching, was the priority that 
should be given to God in people’s lives; to love God with all of one’s heart, mind, soul and 
strength.  

This was also the central message of the prophets of Ancient Israel. A recurring theme of 
the Old Testament is the people of Israel turning away from God to worship and put their 
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trust in idols – man-made objects in honour of imaginary, foreign gods. The prophets were 
sent by God to call people back to Him; to worship Him, and put their trust in Him. 

The issue of idolatry is at the heart of today’s passage from 1 Corinthians. According to 
Jewish law, it was not permi`ed to eat food that had been offered as a sacrifice to idols. 
The elite members of the church in Corinth, who were be`er educated than most in the 
church, understood that idols were merely man-made objects, and that the gods they 
represented did not exist, so for them there was nothing special about food that had been 
offered to these idols and was then being sold in the market. They had no issues in buying 
and ea?ng such food, not for a moment believing it would affect their rela?onship with 
God in any way.  

But for those members of the church who were more supers??ous, to eat such food would 
have been to sin against God, and the associated guilt might have caused them to lose 
faith. So Paul was sugges?ng to the be`er informed, or more knowledgeable, that it was 
perhaps best, for the sake of their fellow church members, if they did not eat such food, so 
that others might not be tempted to do the same and then suffer because of their lack of 
understanding, which Paul refers to as a ‘weak conscience’. 

Western society today is obviously very different to the society of first-century Pales?ne, 
but one thing that isn’t different is that idolatry s?ll exists today, albeit in a different form. 
The gods that people worship today are money, status, power, influence, and material 
possessions. It’s these idols that people give priority to in their lives, devo?ng much of their 
?me and energy to in trying to a`ain more of them, and never being sa?sfied, always 
wan?ng more. Meanwhile, God either doesn’t exist at all in their lives, or is at best 
something that sits on the periphery, not something they devote much ?me or energy to. 

This past week in Australia has seen much outcry and emo?onal debate concerning the 
ques?on of how, and indeed whether, we should commemorate Australia Day, and also the 
awarding of the Order of Companion of Australia to former tennis great Margaret Court, 
who has been cri?cised for her views regarding the LGBTQI community. I have noted many 
Chris?ans engaging in the discussion or debate on both issues on social media, some?mes 
with very unsavoury and unhelpful recrimina?ons towards one another. And while I 
understand both issues are highly emo?ve and sensi?ve for some people, I lament the 
divisive effect they have had both within the Chris?an community, and the broader 
community in general. 

The message that both Jesus and the prophets of Israel gave, is that God is present and 
ac?ve in our lives. He loves us and wants what is best for us. By His grace God calls all 
people to be in rela?onship with Him, but people need to be open to receiving His grace. 
To do that they must create a space for Him in their lives. They must give priority to Him; to 
love Him with all of their hearts, minds, souls and strength, and in so doing, to love their 
neighbours as themselves. 
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