
Sermon for 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings:     Exodus 1:8-2:10,   Psalm 124,   Romans 12:1-8,   Matthew 16:13-20 

It’s been almost 2 years now since we arrived in Australia and we have often been asked why we 
decided to come.    Well, we were no longer looking after elderly parents, we had one son living in 
the very north of  Scotland, our other son here in Australia and we had no family living close by. 
So we were at the point in our lives when we began to think about whether we wanted to continue 
to live in the house we had lived in for over 41 years or did we want to do something different 
with our lives?     The decision to come to Australia was not an easy one to make and we took a 
long time to think and pray about it.    It was certainly a huge turning point in our lives – you 
might say we had to make an enormous leap of  faith but even so, it was not as important as the 
decisions we hear about in today’s Bible readings.   

Firstly, let’s think about the Old Testament reading.    The mother of  Moses made the most 
important decision she would ever have to make.   Faced with the possibility that her baby son 
might be killed by Egyptian soldiers, she decided to set the baby adrift in a basket on the water, 
trusting that God would take care of  him and bring him to a safe place.    Imagine the leap of  
faith that took! 

And in today’s Gospel reading, Simon Peter is also faced with making the most important decision 
of  his life.    This story is set as Jesus is coming towards the end of  his ministry as he journeys 
towards the cross.    Jesus and the disciples have travelled to Caesarea Philippi, outside the 
jurisdiction of  Herod Antipas, probably for some peace from the authorities.     Jesus wants to 
concentrate on teaching his disciples before it’s too late and he wants to know if  they have really 
understood who he is.    

The disciples have seen Jesus gather crowds around him to teach them about God and they have 
listened to parable after parable.   They have seen him heal the sick, give sight to the blind and 
bring the dead back to life.   So, surely they must now realise who he is! 

Jesus begins the conversation by asking them what the people believe.   ‘Who do people say that 
the Son of  Man is?’ he asks.   And they tell Jesus about the conversations and debates that people 
are having.    Could Jesus be John the Baptist, even though he had recently been beheaded by King 
Herod?   Or could he be Elijah, whom the Jewish people believed would come again, or Jeremiah 
or one of  the other prophets?    But as they are having a conversation about what others believe, 
Jesus turns it into a moment of  truth.   ‘Never mind what other people are saying – what about 
you, who do you say that I am?’ 

It is Simon Peter who takes a leap of  faith and makes the great declaration, ‘You are the Messiah, 
the Son of  the living God!’    And Jesus rejoices that Peter finally has the courage to speak out and 
name Jesus for who he is.   Jesus blesses him, saying that God has revealed this to him.     
Jesus now calls him ‘Peter’ or in their native Aramaic, ‘Cephas’ meaning ‘rock.’     Peter is to be the 
rock on which the church is built – not a building but the foundation stone of  a community of  
believers. 
We don’t know if  Peter has been sure of  this belief  for a while, or if  it is just at this moment that 
the light dawns for him but this declaration - this decision, is a turning point both for Peter and 
for the church as his leap of  faith opens up a new path.    
We might wonder why Jesus chose Peter for this role as in the past he has not shown much of  the 
stillness and unshakeable reliability that the name ‘Rock’ might suggest.    
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Peter’s past actions might make him a very unlikely candidate to be the first stone of  the whole 
church.   He is usually the one who speaks first and thinks later and in fact, almost as soon as Jesus 
has given Peter his new name, Peter is in trouble.    

Just a few verses after the ones we heard today, Peter takes it upon himself  to try to teach Jesus his 
job!     Peter’s confidence has grown to the point where he thinks he knows best and as Jesus tells 
them that he must go to Jerusalem and endure great suffering and be killed, Peter takes him on 
one side to explain what the Messiah does and does not do!    And later, just before the 
crucifixion, Peter even denies knowing Jesus.    So suddenly, Peter is another kind of  rock – the 
kind you trip over in the middle of  the road on a dark night. 

So does the nickname of  ‘The Rock’ really describe Peter?   Well it certainly lasts his whole life – 
and beyond.    Peter has the humility to face the risen Jesus and relies on his love and forgiveness 
and he faithfully preaches the Good News of  Jesus for the rest of  his life.    
He has the grace to allow his story to be told all over the world to Christians coming to faith in 
Christ.    He earns his nickname – a name that suits him, not just because he is reliable but also 
because he is the kind of  rock you trip over.   He was human and flawed, just like us. 

Peter did not always get things right, he didn’t always have the right answers or make the right 
choices in life, he didn’t always understand what God was doing.    We know from the gospels that 
Peter trips up on all those things, but the most important thing is that Peter recognises Jesus as the 
Son of  the living God.    That he is the true King, the Messiah whom Israel has been waiting for.   
And because Peter recognises that, Jesus calls him to be ‘the rock’ with all his reliability and his 
weaknesses. 
Throughout the ages, generations of  faithful people have made the same choice and God has 
made us into a fellowship of  believers, a community which is God’s church and it all began with 
Peter’s leap of  faith. 

As we read in Paul’s letter to the Romans, it is God who gives us our faith and with faith we are 
transformed.    Who we say Jesus is, has everything to do with who we are.   It should shape how 
we live and what we stand up for.  It should guide our decisions, the actions we take and the words 
we speak.    We are all given gifts in order to carry out our faith in action.   We are all needed in 
this community that is the church as we continue the work of  building God’s kingdom. 

We all have times in our lives when we are called to make choices.   It may be a choice about a 
relationship, a job, what medical treatment to have – or where to live.    They are moments of  
decision when we choose one path and not another and I wonder if  we always remember to come 
before God with our decision making. 

But the biggest and most important decision we will ever make is the choice between just talking 
about faith and declaring that we believe.  

So, if  Jesus were to say to us today, ‘who do you say that I am?’  I wonder what we would reply?    
We may already have made our decision and be very sure of  our answer or perhaps we have just 
come to realise that we are ready to take that leap of  faith and say that Jesus is Lord.    Amen.
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