
Sermon for Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Genesis 18:1–15, Romans 5:1–11 & Matthew 9:35–10:8 

We have a very good reason to celebrate today, because after two and a half months we 
are finally able to gather together in person here in the church and offer up our worship to 
God. But I wonder, how often we have celebrated during the past two and a half months of 
social isolation? Perhaps we haven’t felt there was anything to celebrate, given that we 
have been cut off to a large extent from family and friends, and from the various activities 
that we enjoy that give us so much pleasure.

In his Letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul suggests that we have reason to celebrate in 
both good times and bad. Paul writes that “we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 
God”, and that “we also boast in our sufferings”. Boasting in this context means to be 
happy; to rejoice and share with our others the reasons why we are happy. What reason 
does Paul give us to celebrate in both good times and bad? He tells us that “at the right 
time Christ died for us”. God proved his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ 
died for us (Rom. 5:8). 

Through the death of Jesus, we have been reconciled to God; we have been renewed in a 
new relationship with God through belief in Jesus. This is a reason for us to celebrate, 
even in those times when we might be feeling bad, when we perhaps feel there is nothing 
to celebrate. 

In today’s gospel passage, we heard that as Jesus went around the cities and villages, 
teaching in the synagogues of the Jewish people, preaching about the kingdom of God, 
and curing people’s sicknesses and diseases, he had compassion for the people. The 
reason he felt this way was that he saw that the people were “harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd”. The Old Testament often uses the expression “sheep without a 
shepherd” to refer to the people of Israel during those times when they are lacking leaders 
who have been appointed by God; people who will lead them and guide them in God’s 
ways.

The Pharisees and other religious leaders have failed the Jewish people, and Jesus has 
been commissioned by God to fulfil this mission. In today’s passage, Jesus commissions 
the apostles to also fulfil this mission, especially for the time when he will no longer be with 
them. At that time it will be their responsibility to first shepherd and guide the people of 
Israel, and then later the Gentiles and the Samaritans.

I can’t help but wonder how Jesus would feel about people today if he was to be going 
around the cities, towns and villages of the world teaching people, preaching about the 
kingdom of God, and curing sickness and disease. I imagine he would feel the same way; 
that he would be moved with compassion for them; that he would still see them as 
“harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd”. Particularly in Western society, 
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which as we know is becoming increasingly secular, and where faith of any kind is 
diminishing among western countries and their citizens.

I also wonder what Jesus would make of the global ‘Black Lives Matter’ protests that we 
have witnessed recently, which have posed a risk of increased community transmission of 
the Covid 19 virus as people fail to maintain the recommended social distancing 
guidelines, and which in some cases have resulted in violence.

I watched two interesting videos posted on social media earlier this by two African 
American men, and their message, both for black people and white people globally, was 
that they weren’t helping the situation. They spoke of how the riots and looting that had 
occurred in several American cities had actually taken place in black neighbourhoods, and 
how the victims of the crimes associated with these events were black Americans; hard 
working, law abiding and successful local businesspeople whose businesses were now 
being destroyed by fellow black Americans.

They were also critical of white people who were taking part in the protests, and who were 
kneeling before black people on one knee as a symbol of unity and support. They 
regarded this behaviour in itself as a form of racism, suggesting the action of these white 
people was tantamount to an acknowledgement of ‘white privilege’. They argued that 
many of these people were ignorant regarding the issue of racism, especially in relation to 
how that translated into opportunities for black people (at least in their own country of 
America). They certainly didn’t subscribe to the view that “white privilege” meant that black 
Americans were deprived of opportunities, whether those opportunities were related to 
education, employment, sport, housing or otherwise.

I found them to be interesting observations, and the perspectives of these two men 
reminded me that first and foremost we should see one another as human beings. As we 
know from the Bible, we are all created in God’s image, therefore we are all the same in 
God’s eyes. God doesn’t see us men and women, black or white, rich or poor. We are all 
God’s children. Unfortunately as human beings we have this need to define everyone and 
everything by categories, which automatically means we start to see ourselves as different 
from one another. Again we know from the Bible, particularly from each of the four gospels, 
that Jesus did not discriminate; he welcomed all people.

So to return to the gospel, and today’s passage from Matthew’s Gospel, we know that 
Jesus commissioned the apostles to fulfil the mission to shepherd and guide the “harassed 
and the helpless”. As modern day disciples of Jesus, what mission might God be calling us 
to fulfil? We can certainly act as guides for the “harassed and helpless” of the world today, 
merely by living our lives as examples to others. By remembering that all people are 
created in the image of God, and that we are all created equal. Simply by treating people 
as people, regardless of their gender, ethnicity, social status et cetera, we can be like a 
stone dropped in a pond that sends ripples out further and further away from the source.
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Our first reading today from the Book of Genesis reminds us that all things are possible 
with God. Abraham was ninety-nine years old, and his wife Sarah ninety and barren, when 
an angel of God promised them that Sarah would give birth to a son. Sarah did not 
believe, thinking that it was not possible at her age, and having been unable to bear 
children up to that stage in her life. But a year later she gave birth to Isaac. 

As Paul wrote in the Letter to the Romans, we are justified by our faith in Jesus. If we 
believe in Jesus, then we are renewed in a new relationship with God, and nothing is 
impossible for God. That is certainly a reason to celebrate.
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